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Welcome
From Mr Johnson, Headmaster
It is difficult to pick out highlights from a term that has been so filled with events and achievements. The
school musical, ‘Phantom of the Opera’, however, must be one of them and the cover image on this edition
of the Turret brings back memories of the emotional force and professionalism of an extraordinary show.
This surely redefined the limits of what is possible and I cannot wait to hear what Mr Haggerty has in store
for us next year.
More recently, the school celebrated the 30 year anniversary of its partnership with the Mallinckrodt
Gymnasium in Dortmund. It is rare for a school linkage to last this long and the success of the partnership
can be attributed to the fact that it is founded on real friendship and not just amenity. Anybody who
was fortunate enough to attend the celebratory concert would have been very proud of the Wellington
performers, who were outstanding ambassadors for their school. For those who would like to have been
there, rest assured, as we do it all again here in Ayr next March!
I have singled out two events, but exceptional things happen every day, in every classroom and at every
activity. The pages of this edition of the Turret are filled with stories showing the richness of Wellington
School life and I thank all of the teachers, the pupils and the parents for the hard work that they all put into
making this particular educational partnership such a strong and successful one.
Meanwhile, I look forward to the start of a new calendar year and wish everybody in the Wellington
community a happy and successful 2020.
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The Scotland Exchange
(Autumn Term 2019/2020)
By Carolin Bollermann & Leo Hoelker
Four months of speaking English, staying with a new foreign family, making new friends, speaking a
new language. We, Carolin Bollermann and Leo Hoelker were able to experience all of that!
Why did we choose Wellington School for our Exchange?
We had both been to Wellington School before as part of the exchange with Mallinckrodt- Gymnasium
in 2018. We both had a great time here and were overwhelmed by the school’s sense of community.
One of the biggest differences between the Mallinckrodt-Gymnasium in Dortmund and Wellington
School is probably the number of pupils. The Mallinckrodt-Gymnasium has over double the number
of students that Wellington has - that’s why our school building is larger. However, we both definitely
prefer the school building in Scotland, the turrets and towers complete the picture of a castle! Another
obvious difference between the schools is that we don’t wear school uniform in Germany; we think
that school uniform is a good idea, it means you can’t judge people because of what they wear. An
added bonus is you don’t need lots of time in the morning to choose your outfit.

European Day of Languages
The purpose of the European Day of Language (26th September) is to celebrate both the cultural and
linguistic diversity within Europe and to encourage and promote language learning.
Here at Wellington our pupils and staff decided to celebrate by making short videos explaining why they
think languages are so important.
“I think languages are pretty
important because I need to speak to my family when they
come home at the end of the day!” - Mr Ledingham

“I think languages are so important because they give you
the opportunity to work in different countires & to really
enjoy the cultures in different places, so think about
languages!” - Mr McDougall
“I think languages are important because they
make people aware of different cultures” Rosina S6

“I think languages are important for job opportunities!.”
- Saad S2
“I think languages are important because if you go to a
different country and you don’t know the language, then
it’s going to be really complicated.” - Charlotte P6

The technology Wellington uses is also a big benefit! In Scotland we have interactive white boards in
every room, chromebooks for everyone, Google Classroom, etc., and even school Wifi - unimaginable
for German students. Wellington also offers different subjects to the Mallinckrodt. For example,
Business Management, Accounting and Games. Another significant difference is the length of the
school day, in Germany the older you are and depending on your classes, the longer you have to
stay at school, some days can be much longer or shorter than others. Normally school for us ends at
quarter past one! We are not the only ones in Germany that have gone abroad, some of our friends
have gone to Ireland, Canada and America, all with the purpose of learning English. In our eyes, it is the
opportunity of a lifetime. In Germany we have a morning prayer every day. We find it strange that we
don’t in Scotland!
Our host families have given us the opportunity to experience a lot of different and fun things like a
weekend trip to Newcastle and Leeds, boating tours and even flying.
For all this we are very grateful and want to say thank you to our host families for hosting us and
making the time we spent here unforgettable.
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“You can go all over the world, get a job anywhere,
make friends abroad and it opens great doors
wherever you go!” - Mrs Newall

“Languages are important because they
enable you to travel the world, see more
things and experience new things!
- Anubha S5

“They help me to understand languages
from across the world and learn more
about them.” - Emma S4
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A Visit from Ron & Gareth:
World War II Topic
During October and November, our primary 7
classes have been learning all about World War II.

								

Craigweil Lodge
Craigweil road
Ayr
KA7 2XH

Dear Ron and Gareth,
I am writing to you to thank you both for the excellent presentation you did for our topic, World War 2. I
was absolutely amazed by the wartime stories told to us by Ron, and all the fantastic memorabilia shown
to us by Gareth. I found it very difficult to choose what I personally thought were the best parts of your
visit, but I eventually managed to narrow it down to 4 highlights.

As part of their project, the pupils were able to
make Woolten Pie and wartime cookies with Mr
& Mrs Gray. They were also fortunate enough to
be visited by war veteran Mr Ron Wilson, who
discussed his time in the war. Dr Gareth Powel
also visited the pupils and kindly brought in
fascinating war artefacts that soldiers from both
sides used during their time of service.

First of all, the story of Ron and Jean really had an impact on me, it was a truly heart-warming tale. I was
taken aback at how loyal Jean was to Ron and amazed at how long they had been married. After hearing
that Ron had to go back to war shortly after meeting Jean, and that many of his friends were getting Dear
John letters at a similar time, I wasn’t sure what direction things would go in, but I was very relieved and
happy after finding out that Jean did not move on! It was such a lovely story, and it showed me that some
people are so loyal and kind-hearted, and that really anything is possible.

During their visit, Ron spoke about many different
experiences including his time fighting in
Burma. Pupils were shocked to learn of the
different insects the soldiers had to deal with and
the diseases that came with them. Leeches that
attached themselves onto your skin and had to
be extracted by burning their tails with a
cigartette or mosquitos who infected soldiers
with Malaria, a disease that killed many men and
still affect some soldiers today!

Another story I especially enjoyed was the story about the brave fighter pilot who faced 40 warplanes
all by itself, and one huge warplane that was flying above them. It was a very heroic thing to do, and I was
especially impressed. After actually seeing the difference in the size of bullets that the brave pilot was
shooting and the large warplane was shooting, I couldn’t believe that one single man would attempt to
take such a risk for his country!
Third of all, a story that really made think was the story about the Japanese warriors. I couldn’t believe
how vicious they were! The most horrible part for me was probably the part when Ron described how
the Japanese didn’t care if they were shooting down their own men, and then they physically climbed
over their own dead soldiers so that they could get to the British fighters! I had never realised how
cold-hearted people in the war could have been, and how it must have felt to have to face such vicious
fighters.

Pupils were moved to hear Ron also talking about
his time fighting in Japan, the tough terrain and
battle conditions and how he lost a lot of good
men during this time. As well as discussing his
time in battle, Ron also spoke of his romance with
Jean, a romance that blossomed over 48 hours,
which then led to Ron carrying a photo of Jean in
his hemet and later going on to marrying Jean on
his return home.

Finally, something that had a big impact on me was finding out that not everyone who died in the war
died because of injuries or fighting, many people died through illness such as malaria. In large areas of
Africa and Asia, it must have been terrible! I found it hard to believe that something like diseases, which
people tend to not think about when they think of World War 2, could be such a huge problem that must
have cost so many lives.

As part of their visit, Gareth was also kind enough
to bring in a fascinating display of items from the
war, including British Brodie Helmets, weapons
used in the war, remaining parts of fighter planes
and a leaflet describing what to do in the event of
an invasion in the UK.

These were just some of my favourite parts of your visit, but I could go on for hours! Thank you both
for taking time out of your busy days to come in and visit us, and speak to us about such an important
landmark in history. None of us will ever forget your visit, as it was a brilliant, much appreciated, once in a
lifetime opportunity.
Kind regards,
Charlotte Carter
P7T

Primary 7 were extremely grateful to both Gareth
and Ron for joining them and educating them
about World War II and have written some notes
to thank them for visiting!
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Craigweil Lodge
Craigweil road
Ayr
KA7 2XH

								

Craigweil Lodge
Craigweil road
Ayr
KA7 2XH

Dear Gareth and Ron,

Dear Ron and Gareth,

I cannot tell you how much your visit meant to me. It just opened up a new way on how I see the world
and its past.

Thank you for coming to our school. This is a short summary of some of the things you shared that really
touched me.

I also liked the story of how you found your wife. It was just so romantic about how you one day asked for
her address, then you sent letters through the mail then fell in love. Also I loved how you kept her picture
in your hat all the way through to the end of the war.

Firstly, I loved when you, Gareth, told us about the war and what happened because the way you told us
it really made me feel like I was there - not just physically but emotionally. I think that this was such an
amazing experience and not everyone will get to do what we did. I’m really happy that you could come
and see us and tell us all about these amazing stories. Even though you didn’t experience them first hand
I found it exhilarating the way you told them with such passion.

The story you told us about that one man fighting people on board the opposite boat was inspiring. He
was super-brave, and I bet you were brave too! You taught me lots of lessons, such as to cover up and to
keep my loved ones close.
Telling your stories you made me feel nervous, happy, sad and excited. The stories did really represent
WW2 to me and I am glad you didn’t get hurt.
Now I think you did an amazing job and I think everyone thinks you did too!
Yours sincerely

Secondly, when we got to hold the gun I was apprehensive because thought that I would accidentally
pull the trigger that would set it off even though it had no ammunition in it. It was quite shocking because
when I saw the gun I thought...wow I’m actually going to touch a real gun! It was very overwhelming
when we got to touch the grenade because it was much heavier than I thought it would be. Holding a real
Nazi’s armband is unimaginable to me but I held one. I don’t know how to express how amazing it was to
do what we did thank you so much.
Thirdly, when you, Gareth said: “Good will always defeat evil!” it made me think I’m going to put this in my
letter because those words are very strong words, and very inspiring. It gives me confidence that even in
some of the difficulties that the world faces today, there is always hope. I will think back to your statement
often.

Kirsten Lynch
P7D Wellington School, Ayr.

Finally, when you, Ron told us about your friend who took on forty fighter planes and lost half his face I
felt like I lost someone. I can’t imagine going through the pain you went through in those years you were
fighting. Your life in war sounded very hard and I don’t know if boys now would go and fight like you did.
You and your fellow soldiers went through so much! Thank you for what you did for our country.
Thank you for the years, months, days, hours, minutes, seconds you gave up for our country. It will
always be appreciated and will never be forgotten. Remembrance Day is a day to remember them and
give our thanks to what you have done for us. Gareth and Ron thank you for giving us all the chance to
understand everything we need to know about the war.
Thank you.
Yours sincerely,
Issy ( Age 11 )
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Craigweil Lodge
Craigweil road
Ayr
KA7 2XH

Dear Ron and Gareth,

World War II Poem
By Isla Hall

How are you both doing? I hope you are well. I am writing to you to say how grateful I was that you came
in and told us all your stories about the war.
The story that I liked the most was the one about Jean. I found it so moving Ron how you kept the photo
of Jean in your hat and that as soon as you arrived you started sending letters to each other. To me that
was my number one story.
My second favourite part of the talk was when you let us feel the grenade, you let us fire the gun, and
most importantly, you let us try on the soldiers hats that had been worn in the war. I am also very grateful
that you and Gareth told us what they were used for and as you told us I felt how scary it was. I also felt it
was special Ron’s story about how he was going to the camp and they were teaching you how to make
the guns with the big sharp knives.
My third favourite story was about was when you were on the beach and you fell down a hole and you
found yourself sitting on this big animal. My most memorable phrase of the talk was: “ I am sure the
animal looked at me and said I was here first now go!“ Also, I found it very interesting when you told us
the other stories about being on the beach and your friend sadly getting hurt because the enemies put
down bombs.
My fourth favourite story was the one that your friend Gareth told us all about the size of the bullets that
both armies used. I found it moving that a British soldier shot down 11 planes but then he saw 41 planes
and tried to shoot them down but didn’t manage. His partner did not see the German planes coming
on his radio and the plane got shot down and went on fire but me managed to roll out and got medical
treatment fast.
My fifth favourite story was about the injuries that you had. You told the story so clearly; I felt as if I was
there. The story that you told about always wearing your jacket so that bugs don’t bite you was intriguing.
I found it fascinating that if you had a bug in your skin you would get the end of your cigarette and you
would put the cigarette on the end of the bugs tail and that would kill it. I loved the story about many
enemy bullets hit your gun but thankfully they did not hit you.
Finally, I would like to take this time to say thank you for visiting Wellington School. I was so grateful that
you came in to see us. I hope you have a good time from now on. Most importantly, I would like to say to
Ron, thank you for protecting our country. Also, thank you Gareth for taking the time to tell us all your
stories about the war.

World War 2, a tragic event,
Fighting that not even God could prevent,
Bravery shone among hatred and fear,
The hopes and wishes in each heart were clear.
“Let us return to all that we hold,
May our spirits stay bright and never go cold”
These thoughts remained in each soldiers head,
Still chanting the words when they slept in deaths bed,
And when the war was over, the lucky troops returned,
That grin upon their faces was absolutley earned!
But hard times were still at stake as rationing continued.
You could never expect that overnight for all to be renewed,
Though nine long years was worth the wait,
Old time favourties came back to the plate.
But even when normal life was here,
Memories of war still cause a great tear.
Endless lists of lives that were lost,
Earth as we know it came at a huge cost.
Although the quality of humans was at it’s bottom,
World War 2 shall never be forgotten.

Thank you!
Yours sincerely ,
Harry Morton (age 11)
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Phantom of the Opera

The annual school show has finished for another year but what
a show it has been! Ask anybody to name famous musicals and
there is a good chance that Andrew Lloyd Webber’s ‘The
Phantom of the Opera’ will be on the list. There is no question
that it is a complete classic with musical numbers that leave the
audience with goosebumps.

Wellington School shows have always been of a high standard but
these consistent results should not be taken for granted. After the
success of Chicago, this is the second year Mr
Haggerty has taken on the dual role of producing and
musically directing the shows. He was assisted by the stage manager
Mr Robinson and coreographer Mrs Rennie along with countless
other members of staff who work round the clock to help with
production, costumes and backstage tasks.

We were once again fortunate enough to have a large
number of talented pupils at the school, who want to dance,
sing and act, which allowed us to have a double cast. Both
casts dedicate an inordinate amount of their time to
learning their routines (under the meticulous
instruction of choreographer, Heather Rennie) and lines,
coming to school over the weekends and holidays in order
to perfect the polished performance hundreds of us viewed
just before the October Holidays.

We are extremely proud of the whole Wellington
community for investing so much time and expertise in
the show and take this opportunity to thank you most
profusely. However, without casts of inspiring young
performers, we wouldn’t have a show at all so thanks to
you for making Phantom of the Opera such a success!
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“Let the dream begin, let your
darker side give in to the power
of the music of the night.”
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A Moment with Mr Haggerty
How did you get into music?

By Ellie Crosbie

It was no different from the way people do it nowadays, it was literally through picking music as a subject
at school and through school shows – My first lead role was Frederic in The Pirates of Penzance.
I took music theory and composition in school and I played piano – I was more an academic musician
than practical, but the school shows then got me to cross over into the performing side of things. I had
always performed prior to that for little charity concerts and things like that since I was about 15, but the
shows introduced me to a few famous opera singers who worked with The D’Oyly Carte Opera Company,
who staged all of Gilbert & Sullivan’s Savoy operas, and they told me that I could do singing for a living.
What achievement in your music career are you most proud of?
Probably working with world class conductors, who are very inspirational people in their own right;
there were three conductors that were at the top of the game that I was really excited to work with. I
worked with the late Claudio Abbado, an Italian conductor who was, and is, huge in the world of music.
Another one was Sir Charles Mackerras who was a very famous Australian conductor - to get to the
stage where I was the tenor soloist at the Edinburgh International Festival with Sir Charles Mackerras
conducting was probably the highlight of my career. I remember thinking “well done!”

I think going into teaching, it was struggles that I had with my own singing and dealing with people
who didn’t know what they were talking about that motivated me to become one myself. As I’m still
performing now, I’m still learning about the instrument, so that means I can come in a give a pupil advice
that I’ve learnt the night before, for example. During my career I was so experienced and had been doing
it for such a long time that I was losing the love of it, but going into teaching and guiding pupils really
helped me get the feeling back. Seeing a pupil put all the elements together and be part of their journey
makes me unbelievably proud. I feel like I’m making amends for all the people who steered me in the
wrong direction and teachers who gave me unsubstantiated advice!
If you were on death row, what would your last meal be?
Pasta, definitely! A simple pasta dish with chilli and oil. I used to be more sophisticated than that, but
when I was in Italy I just liked basic pasta with oil drizzled over and some sun-dried tomatoes with
some chilli added in there. Nothing complicated, but I could have pasta every day of my life! Carbonara,
lasagne, I love pasta of all descriptions! The ingredients need to be good quality though.
Having said that, I frequently stop at gas stations for a pie due to sheer starvation!
And finally, any hints on what the school show next year will be?
Nice try!

What is the best piece of advice you’ve ever been given?
It would probably be the advice that was given to me by the people who, in hindsight, knew what they
were talking about, like the top conductors I worked with. I was advised to always be professional at
what you do. Things like being reliable, always prepared, turning up on time, not letting people down
– all these things were geared towards helping me become better as a performer, and people notice
professionalism. People love it in the music profession If you turn up reliably and you’ve learned your
work. Also, to respect every gig and engagement you receive, and not just to cater to the big concert halls.
There were times where I’d arrive in Glasgow Royal Concert Hall and I’d be told I was changing in the
Arran suite with a huge piano in the room and “Dennis Haggerty – Tenor” on the door, and other times
I’d be told I was changing in the toilets, but no matter what you put the same professionalism into every
engagement you do.
What’s something about yourself you wish more people knew?
I don’t really think about myself a lot actually! If I did, I’d be a very different person, I imagine.
Maybe sometimes I’d like people to know about how high-profile my singing career actually was at one
stage. I still perform and I’ve taught quite a lot of well-known people, but I also professionally sang for 13
years in places like Russia, Greece, Japan, all over the place, and sometimes I wish I was more upfront
about it and how successful it was. I don’t really like talking about that element of my life though, and
teaching allowed me to sort of put that to one side – I’d rather sit and watch a pupil sing rather than sing
myself!
From a professional performer, what made you get into teaching and what is your favourite thing about
it?
My favourite aspect is definitely to see a pupil improve. It’s not about me specifically helping them
improve, but just seeing a pupil develop feels like a reward. When a pupil comes into the room and
they’ve worked hard and improved since the last time I saw them, it makes me happy. That might sound
cheesy but that’s the way it is!
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Eurostronomia Trip to Portugal
By Meera Mohankrishnan

The Eurostronomia Erasmus Mobilities allow
pupils of all different nationalities to work and
socialise together in astronomy-related workshops
at the school hosting the event. Not only do pupils
gain further knowledge about the physics behind
space exploration but they also discuss how this
relates to current European relations and the goals
of the younger generation for the future. This was
the first Eurostronomia Erasmus Trip for many of
the participants, and so we were all excited to take
part.
At six o’clock on the 22nd September we set out
from Glasgow Airport to the seaside town of
Esposende in Portugal. Upon arrival, we were
welcomed by the sun and an extra 20 degrees
Celsius in heat which was greatly appreciated.

On Monday we went to the local Maritime Museum
to learn about the fishing and nautical history of
the town. This was followed by a discussion and
lecture with the German Physics teacher from the
Mallinckrodt-Gymnasium about the space race
and current developments and plans for space
exploration. We were each given the opportunity
to speak to the rest of our peers and question each
other’s ideas about how we would improve or
advance space exploration in the future. Although
speaking in front of such a large group of people
was initially frightening, within a couple of minutes
we found ourselves discussing ways we feel our
own generation could contribute to future space
exploration as well as ideas on how to tackle the
ever-growing problem of climate change. It was
interesting to find so many similarities in opinions
and experiences between the different groups.
Throughout the mobility we visited various
institutions, lecture theatres and museums centred
around the physics of space exploration. On
Tuesday, we drove to Braga and attended a lecture
at Minho University. This visit also allowed us to
take part in a robotics workshop where we learned
how to program and code certain robots to follow
directions. None of us had ever programmed such
robots before and were amazed at how quickly
they were able to fulfil the programs which we had
designed.
On Wednesday, we visited the city of Porto. We took
a city tour, viewing all the city’s most famous sites
and enjoyed tasting the traditional custard pies as
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Festive Postcards to Germany

well. In addition to this we went to the University
of Porto to listen to a lecture on the modernisation
of astronomical equipment and discover some
of the astrophysical theories used to improve our
understanding of space being developed at Porto.
The physics department at the university was
impressive and we all enjoyed taking part in some
basic physics experimentation.

To Our German Hosts

Thursday by far was the best day for all of us. We
had a surf class, after learning about the physics
behind the waves. Although difficult at first, we all
enjoyed going to the beach and surfing the waves.
Despite falling off our boards a number of times,
we all left better surfers and enthusiastic to try the
sport again another time.

From Kathryn Taylor and Katie Ronnie

The whole of Friday we spent at the school,
working on our eTwinning page and discussing
the highlights of the trip. A key highlight of the trip
was the workshop Mr McPhee designed for all
the pupils. We did a number of activities relating
to space, from sending a team of astronauts to
follow directions from ground control to mapping
the flight trajectory of Apollo 11 (in the form of a
potato).
Overall the mobility was a great experience for all
the pupils from Scotland who took part. Not only
did we enjoy learning about the astronomy and
physics of space, it was an invaluable opportunity
to meet and gain friends from a range of countries,
making it a trip we will truly never forget.

Thank you so much for taking in someone you have never met before
and caring for us like we were your own. It was amazing to be part of a
family so different from our own. Thank you to our German hosts for
helping us learn new words and trying your best to speak English! We
have loved being your guests and have enjoyed learning about your
culture and lifestyle. Thank you for showing us your way of life and
letting us become a part of it. We are incredibly grateful. Danke schön!

Advent in Germany has a different style to it. Advent normally is the days leading up
to Christmas but in Germany’s case they have multiple days of Christmas. Advent is a
religious celebration in preparation for Christmas Day. The four Sundays leading up to
Christmas are extremely important and exciting as a candle is lit on a wreath. These
wreaths can vary in size and are usually extremely beautiful and are made out of pine
needles and wood. Advent is much more of a bigger thing to Germans than others. It’s
more than just an Advent calendar and the chocolate you get. Although they do have
Advent calendars it’s more about the religion and the gathering of families. Every Sunday,
the German people light one of the candles on their wreaths and sing some classical
German carols.
Instead of having a big, red, jolly, fat man called Santa Claus coming to deliver presents,
St Nikolaus delivers them. German children place their shoes outside their bedroom
doors on the 6th of December in hope that “St Nick” leaves some tasty treats. Because of
this they put up their Christmas trees on “Holy Night” (Christmas Eve). On this night, the
children start to get presents from family and are allowed to start opening them. This is a
very special time in Germany, and families all across Germany have a fun and peaceful
Christmas with their relatives.
Sincerely Ross, Charlotte and Ryan
On Monday the 2nd of December, we took the subway to Signal Iduna Park (the Home of
BVB - Borussia Dortmund Football Team). At the beginning of the tour we got headphones
and a little device so that we could listen to what the lady of our tour was saying. First
we went into one of the main sections in the stadium. The stadium’s capacity is 82,000
people. After that we had a look at the “stadium prison”. The stadium prison is two cells for
people who have been misbehaving at the match. It is there because it means that police
don’t have to drive all the way to the police station and back.
Then we were able to get a sneak peek of the BVB meeting room. The room looked out
to the old BVB stadium. The under 23’s now use the old BVB stadium. After looking in
the BVB meeting room we then went to the corporate stands (hospitality seats). The
seats there were made out of black leather (they were really comfy). The view from the
corporate stands (hospitality seats) was amazing, you could see the whole entire football
pitch. We then walked to the conference room and watched a short video there. After that,
we went to the players’ commentary room. Then we went to the changing room and I got
to sit in Götze’s seat. Then, last but not least, we walked out of the tunnel onto the pitch
side and then climbed up the stand. Finally, we walked back to the stadium entrance and
then came back to Mallinckrodt Gymnasium school.
by Harris Fleming and Jake Woodhouse
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The WSPTA Wellington School Ball
Staff, Alumni, Friends and Family of Wellington School all came together on Saturday 23rd
November at the Princess Royal Suite, Ayr Racecourse to attend the Wellington School Ball
hosted by the Parent Teacher Association (WSPTA). Guests were treated to a wonderful
evening full of entertainment with the Des Clark as the compare and musical performances
from the talented Craig Ward and Addiction.
The WSPTA and guests raised £14,164 which will be used to expand on exciting school
development projects including the provision of improved outdoor learning spaces for the
pupils.
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National 5 Business Management and
Accounting Trip
The National 5 Business Management and Accounting class recently took a trip to UPM Paper Mill
and the Gailes Hotel in Irvine. The aim of the trip was to provide a contrast between manufacturing
and tertiary sectors of industry.

First Junior Duke Assembly of the Year
We had the first of our Mini & Junior Duke
Assemblies in November.
Mrs Andrew, our Duke Ambassador for this
year made a super presentation. ‘Don’t give
up’, ‘Enjoy learning with others’, ‘Don’t be afraid
to get it wrong’ and ‘Let’s make this the best
year ever for our Mini and Junior Dukes’ were
among her messages, as well as bringing along
her Therapy pony!
Congratulations to Sofia in P3 and Lemoni in P6
who were presented with their medals and
certificates. Amazing that they have completed
the award so early in the year!
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Pupil Council Song
By Erica Baird
“Welcome everybody thanks for listening to me,
I’m trying a song, which could clearly go wrong,
But you know that I’m different and a wee bit full on,
But I’m still enthusiastic to sing this song.
So let’s take it one by one, just two minutes of the day,
To think about why you should nominate me.
I like communicating, I will listen to you,
And I will help deliver on all of your views.
You can trust my judgement, I’ll see what you mean,
Working together we can make a good team!
I’ve got plenty of ideas and I respect all my peers,
And I’m not afraid of talking to scary 6th years.
Facing challenges full on, never to fail,
I want more outdoor classroom, come rain or hail!
On a sunny day when you’re stuck inside,
Won’t it be nice to go outside?
Outdoor learning is more fun,
It will help us concentrate when we’re in the sun.
Outdoor classrooms would be cool,
Learning all about Mother Nature’s tools.
Climate change is happening NOW!
Something pupils just won’t allow.
The P7 playground needs a revamp
Pupils take up a lot of room, it’s getting very cramped.
The new P7 playground looks really nice,
More benches would be fab, depending on price!
Gymnastic mats, hula hoops, football nets and goals,
Would make the pupils happy and the football more controlled.
Pulled pork roasts and barbecues are brilliant for a change,
Let’s hope more of these can surely be arranged!
Free snacks and drinks at school discos would improve the night,
Let me be your nominee and I will make this right.
Assembly with Mr Johnson and Mrs Smith,
Talking about rules and the Loch Ness Monster myth.
We are sitting on the floor and we’re getting pretty sore,
I’m going to order cushions so we’ll ache no more.
When pupils feel tired and they want to sit down,
A library for the senior school would be divine.
A place to read and let your mind roam,
Quiet and peaceful, a space away from home.
I’ve got dedication and I try my best,
I’m encouraging and I love to help.
I want to be your class representee,
I hope you liked my song, it’s all about me!
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A Visit to Dowhill Farm

Primary 4 and Primary 5 enjoyed an exciting day of outdoor learning at Dowhill Farm, Turnberry
in October.
The farm tour demonstrated how the land at Dowhill is used and pupils looked at the journey the
vegetables grown take to our forks. We looked at how wind turbines and solar panels work and
assist the business, as well as helping our planet.
It was eye-opening to learn about how this business has diversified and hear from all the people
who work there, learning about their jobs and what they entail. One new venture for the business
is Pumpkin growing, so a highlight of the visit was picking a pumpkin in the field and creatively
carving it for the Junior School Halloween parties.

Here’s what our pupils thought of the trip:
s
able
t
e
g
ve
king
c
i
p
rmer r.” - Alexa
a
f
a
like r dinne
“I felt
fo

“The

yum

mies
ever t veg and
taste
c
d.” - M hips I h
ave
ia

(On visiting the rug making factory at Dowhill) “This is my life... My dream
job. I would like to say thank you to all the people working in the rug
factory. I really liked seeing the threads going into one thread and then
the thread going into the thing shooting the thread making a rug. Some of
the rugs felt so soft. I think I should work at the rug factory.” - Blair

								
		
											Wellington School
									
Carleton turrets
											1 Craigwell road
											Ayr
											KA7 2xH
											6/11/2019
Dear Mr and Mrs Crawford,
Thank you very much for giving up your time to show us around Dowhill Farm. From the time we
arrived, to the time we left I felt like I learnt so many interesting facts and enjoyed so many new
experiences. It was a great adventure!
I enjoyed listening to Mr Crawford talk about the history of the farm and how women didn’t have
jobs they just did housework. It was also interesting to hear about the wind turbine and solar panels
and how many kettles it could boil. It was really fun going up to the wind turbine in the potato crates
and getting to climb onto the hay bales.
Please thank Gordon for showing us what types of vegetables you grow at Dowhill. I really enjoyed
tasting some of the vegetables. I liked the Brussels sprouts because when they cooked they go
all soggy and not crunchy. I also tried parsley it has a really strong and flavoured after taste. It was
fascinating to see how the vegetables were washed in the washer that looked a lot like a washing
machine but for vegetables! It was really interesting to look and talk about how to be more
environmentally friendly but not so much that the packet falls apart or the vegetables get damaged.
I was surprised that there are many different varieties of pumpkin because I thought there was only
one type of pumpkin. I also didn’t realise that you tried to grow 600 pumpkin seeds but only got 400
out of that. In the craft shed it was really fun doing the Halloween bunting. Murphy and I found it
much easier to scoop out the pumpkin seeds with our hands!
I found the shop and restaurant really interesting. I had never been in a big kitchen before and it
was good to see how everything was made and packaged. I will remember this when I am getting
vegetables from Seafield! It was kind of Jane to give up her time for this!
Thank you both very much again for organising this! I made lots of memories!
Yours sincerely
Thomas Carlyle P5A
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Learn2Think Young Journalist
Competition 2019
A number of our Primary 7 pupils, were extremely successful in
the Learn2Think Young Journalist Competition 2019. Sushanth
Srinivasan was the winner of the competition with his piece,
titled: “Are electonic devices taking over our lives?” We were also
lucky enough to have two runner-ups,Verity Findlay with “Should
everyone be equal?” and Isla Hall with “Food Poverty”.
As well as having prizewinners in the competition, Wellington
School also had 3 pupils who received Special Commendations;
Jamie Wardrop with “Stereotypes in Sport”, Fraser Holland with
“Why stop plastic?” and James Watson with “Are I-Phones better
than the phones of the 1960s?”

was much harder finding things out. We had to travel to a library or ask our elders who most of the time
didnt know.
I also asked my grandpa what was it like when there wasn’t TV. He mentioned “I never really had the best
idea of what was going on around the world but I knew enough as he read the newspaper, apparently
they were cheap and easy to get”.
My grandpa also said, “back in those days everyone was so happy to speak. They were never busy on
some gadget they were always willing to talk”
To conclude, I would like to quote one of the smartest brains Albert Einstein:
“ I fear the day that technology will surpass our human interaction. The world will have a generation of
idiots.”!

Check out their stories below and on the next few pages!
ARE ELECTRONIC DEVICES TAKING OVER OUR LIVES?
By Sushanth Srinivasan
(Winner)
When I sit down for a family dinner in a restaurant, I can’t help but notice that another family next to us
are constantly on their phones instead of having a normal face to face conversation with each other. I
have written this short piece of work to prove my point why we should socialize rather than being on a
device.
Electronic devices are having a bad effect on kids. Parents are role models to their children. Seeing their
parents often on their phones sets a bad example for the kids. However, if you show your kids that you
can speak and you do socialize they will try and do it, they learn from you, they think what you do is
always right. Children always emulate their parents.
Secondly, I would like to talk about how spending time on your phone can minimize the amount of real
friends you have. One thinks gaining friends on these social networking sites and having followers is
making friends however have you ever met with these people, have you ever had a real conversation
with these people?
Thirdly we are spending less time with one another. According Verywell Family - Know More. Grow
Together. Kids are spending 7 and a half hours or more on devises. Including TV, Phones or ipads/tablets!
Not only is this wasting half of the day when your awake it is also stopping you from spending time with
your family, learning new things or even getting fit. Products using artificial intelligence are being used
very often in a lot of homes. They are also replacing parents reading a bedtime story to kids. Not only is
this sad to hear but kids also do not have the human contact that is so important.
Another important issue involving kids and teenagers is gaming. Children and teenagers seem to be
trapped in this virtual world of gaming 24/7 and not aware of what is happening around them, just solely
focused on that one particular game. Instead we could maybe explore.

FOOD POVERTY
By Isla Hall
(Runner Up)
Food poverty has become a dreadful issue which is drastically spreading worldwide. Although the first
food bank was founded in 1967, according to Google research, over the last forty years, food poverty has
actually gotten better due to more awareness. But it is still terrible. More than 1,500,000 emergency food
packages were handed out last year and Dr Sinéad Furey of Ulster University has declared it a public
emergency. In fact it is so severe that in Britain, 1 in 5 children starve.
I recently interviewed my friend Margaret who volunteers at the Bexhill food bank in East Sussex. She
has been helping there for ten years and said they could get up to 2000 families a week! However, when
I questioned her on what the status of the problem was 50 years ago, she told me that it was much worse
and that she had to be extremely cautious with savings, for example going around multiple shops to
find the cheapest version of each item. There are three roles within the food bank at Bexhill and it’s her
responsibility to pack the food in order to give it to the suitable family. Margaret said that she enjoys
helping people, so being a volunteer worker really gives her the chance to do just that. Though, she
quoted “I’m concerned that so many families rely on the bank for supplies.” Afterwards, I wanted to know
if anyone thought of food banks as a downside, she told me that sometimes people take advantage of the
system, or are rude to her when they gather donations. This interview really showed that even
volunteers are concerned that such a mass of people require the food banks to feed themselves.
The invention and effort of food banks was to make sure that anyone who is struggling, whether it’s not
being able to afford food, mental health issues or even just budgeting badly is able to survive. It’s
absolutely certain that they have done their job, but to some people, they’re just not fair. The number one
argument is that people need to work hard to survive, and by installing these banks, it completely defeats
that point of view. Personally, I agree that creating the food bank was a brilliant idea which has really
improved statistics over time, and raised awareness of hunger. Although, I can absolutely see the other
perspective, because if I had worked unbelievably hard, I would be upset if people were getting free food.

Speaking to my grandpa (John Dora) who is 75 years old, I have realised how much different it was
without any internet especially when it came to gathering information.He stated “back in those days it

So, are food banks really that great? If they shut down will lots of people die? Or will they continue to run
many years from now? These are all questions without answers, so really it’s up to us. What do you think,
because it’s already improved, but at this stage, anything can happen?
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SHOULD EVERYONE BE EQUAL?
By Verity Findlay
(Runner Up)

STEREOTYPES IN SPORT?
By Jamie Wardrop
(Special Commendation)

I strongly believe that everyone is equal, no matter what gender, race or class. Whatever you look like,
everyone should be treated the same way. No-one is better than you are. I have chosen this subject
because it is something I strongly believe in and is something everyone should know about.

You could say there are three things in life that are guaranteed. Death, taxes, and stereotypes. They are
everywhere, and we don’t even know it. Some stereotypes are completely unharmful. But some are
getting old, and that’s why I’m writing this. To make a change. Firstly, I strongly believe that everyone is
different . No two brains are the same, and I think that although some people can like the same thing,
everyone should get equal opportunity, as they could find something they really like.

Firstly, in the 1900s, most women did a lot of home-based work such as laundry, preparation of items to
sell in the market to make money and cooking food. As well as that, the first Women’s rugby only started
in 1991 with the Women’s Rugby World Cup, while the men started rugby in 1871! Women were only
allowed to vote in 1918, whereas men had been voting since 1869. There are still men only golf clubs that
exist today in 2019. Some clubs even took a vote where men voted to have no ladies at the club which
isn’t fair. Why can’t women enter?
Secondly, the right to equal pay is something that must also be solved. Women can work and do
whatever job they want but equal pay right is still not law. Men are still getting paid more than women.
How does that work? Last year, thousands of women who fought Glasgow City Council for equal pay
have had money deducted to pay legal fees, despite pledges from their unions and even the NHS women
were getting paid less . Gender inequality is still happening and there are two examples of it . Pope
Francis said, “Inequality is the root of social evil.” This is why we have to do something about it! A
significant pay difference between male and female employees still exists to this day!
Thirdly, racism inequality is something that really needs to be sorted out. It has been affecting people.
This is something I want everyone to know about and to try and make a difference in because why are
some people being so horrible about someone’s race? This is something people are really getting
affected by, in football especially. (https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/football/50212951)
Lastly, this is my most important issue that I am speechless about and can’t understand why people
would be so ignorant. People are being made to do domestic services but being paid very little and
barely making enough money to support their family at home. An undercover investigation by BBC
News Arabic has found that domestic workers are being illegally bought and sold online in a black
market. People are selling their workers without them knowing via a popular app called 4Sale. This is
modern day slavery and must stop! (https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/technology-50240012/maids-for-sale-how-silicon-valley-en-

Secondly, you miss out on the most important thing; talent. A boy might be forced to play football, but he
might be really good at netball. A girl might be forced to play hockey, but might be really good at rugby.
It seems to me that this awfully common throughout the U.K, and although several women’s and men’s
teams exist, some people are peer- pressured into playing something they don’t enjoy. I interviewed my
gran Margaret Phin, and she says that in the 1950’s they never really thought about it. They didn’t even
have to think, it was so automatic to believe something was a “Boys sport” or a “Girls sport”. But that was
60 years ago. Why hasn’t it stopped? Its changed, definitely, but it hasn’t stopped. Men get called feminine
for playing netball. The oxford student says, “As Steinbeck once said, “There’s just stuff people do” , then
maybe boys just don’t play netball because they were seen as the rougher, tougher gender that was built
for getting ‘stuck-in’ and running with a ball in their hands”. This is a perfect example of a stereotype that
can not only affect people mentally, but also physically. Some people might only enjoy one sport. If you
stop them from playing it, it will prevent regular physical exercise and will make them more lazy. It also
stops people from creating a wider variety when it comes to friends. Sports teams are a great way to
make friends . When sharing a victory in a sports team you create a bigger bond with your . Sport
promotes a positive attitude and encouragement towards your teammates. Preventing someone from
this is an awful thing in my opinion. I’m sure we can all understand a rejection based on talent. But on
gender? It all seems much to discriminatory. To give someone a chance is a simple thing, but it can also
be extremely meaningful to some people.
Thirdly, think about all the things that have changed now, but happened in the past. Things that they
would have considered normal, can now be quite strange or possibly offensive. A lot of realisations have
come up since then. Like women can join the army, and men can’t be tough all the time. Why don’t we
realise it’s time to do something about these stereotypes!
Lastly, we need a way to stop it. Promote this idea! Tell children, tell adults. It’s never too late to make a
change.

ables-online-slave-markets)

So, to conclude, I just want to reinforce that everyone is equal. No gender or race or class is better than
another! Help me solve these problems!
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WHY STOP PLASTIC?
By Fraser Holland
(Special Commendation)

ARE IPHONES BETTER THAN THE PHONESUSED IN THE 1960S?
By James Watson
(Special Comendation)

It’s common knowledge that plastic is becoming a huge problem nowadays, and we need to do
something about it!

Phones have changed significantly since the first one in 1876. I strongly believe they have changed for
the better but some people think “I wish that the Iphone had never been invented, God bless the old
phones” or “I wish that all children could go back in time and spend a day in my childhood and see how
wonderful it was.”

First of all, start with less plastic straws, do your best not to use plastic straws, when you order that cola
from your favourite italian restaurant, remember, the same rules apply. Using plastic straws are
completely pointless. Sure, you may get a few extra Utils, but is that really worth the guilt? However,
there is an alternative! Metal straws are rather costly, but they are reusable. Greta Thunberg (a 16 year old
climate striker) once said, “The eyes of all future generations are upon you”, and they most certainly are.
Secondly, Cans and other non-recyclable materials shouldn’t be used, it is not only plastic that is a
problem, Non-recyclable shouldn’t ever be used in any situation, just one can of soda could cost the
ocean life, it really isn’t necessary. Maybe these items have positive uses, but metal replicas of them are
far better for the sea, because they don’t need to be binned. metal is an extremely strong material,
however plastic is weak. Metal, once again, is more costly than plastic, which makes plastic more
convenient, but a danger to society. However the production of both these products has an equally bad
impact on the environment.

Firstly, Iphones are not just phones anymore, you can facetime, research, play games, text and so much
more! However, like most things in life, you need a healthy balance of electronics and exercise. With
the phones from 1960’s all you could do was call and be called but if you were out you wouldn’t know
if someone called. But now, iphones are mobile, have a recent call list and you can keep peoples phone
numbers/emails as a contact in the phones unlike the 1960’s where people would just have a paper
address book beside the house phone with all the phone numbers that they might need.
Secondly, in the 1960’s you couldn’t just say, “Hey Siri, what is the answer for Fermat’s theorem?” People
would, and I quote, “ask the teacher and if the teacher was busy ask a parent and if they didn’t know, ask
your neighbours and sure enough you would have at least one person that was a know-it-all and knew
the answer but if all else fails you would walk to the library and read a book.”

Thirdly, To bring the past to the present. I interviewed David Sugg (68) on how plastic was in the past. It
was said that “There was no plastic packaging, items were in cardboard boxes, paper bags, glass bottles or
greaseproof paper, transported in wooden boxes”. These could surely be recreated and made
popular again, Greaseproof paper is the main thing that should be brought back, as all others cause other
problems, paper decomposing release gases that harm the environment, glass bottles certainly take
millions of years to decompose, wooden boxes cause deforestation, and cardboard boxes don’t need to
be changed. My point being, we need to bring back greaseproof paper, and ditch glass, paper and
wooden crates. It was also mentioned that “For shopping, items were mostly bought loose not
pre-packaged”. Evidently non-packaged items didn’t bother people, I’m sure that people nowadays
wouldn’t mind the change, especially since it’s for the better. David also mentioned that “There was no
pollution problem”, it seems to be that before plastic, everything was fine with packaging, although it
contained paper bags and glass bottles. Maybe you’re getting annoyed at how I keep talking about how
we shouldn’t have plastic, but I understand how you may think this, because plastic is a cheap, versatile
material and is actually very useful, that is completely undeniable. Plastic is also undeniably bad for the
environment.

Thirdly, over 66.53% of the world’s population has a mobile device and most modern day celebrities have
achieved fame through social media. “I never carry a purse. My iPhone is always with me, a credit card,
and a piece of mint chocolate chip cookie dough ice cream gum,” is the opinion of the actress Rachel G.
Fox. Another actress, Sara Paxton, said that, “I can’t live without my iPhone” and Andrew J. Watson
(former employee of MBDA) said, “I definitely like the Iphone because you can do more with it and we
have come to rely on these phones.” Too bad mobile phones were not invented until 1973!
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Finally, the ‘FaceTime’ and ‘Phone’ apps on the Iphone helps connect the world. I lived in Australia for
more than 6 years and made many friends and I talk to them quite a lot even now that I live in Scotland.
However, the old phones either couldn’t call overseas or were very expensive. Nowadays if you made a
friend on a holiday you could give them your phone number or email and keep in touch.
In conclusion, not everyone thinks that the Iphone is better than the old phones but lots of people do,
including myself, celebrities and normal people!
Thank you to Lesley and Andrew Watson for telling me about their experiences.
I got some quotes off of Brainy Quotes.

S3 Book Reviews
Shadow by Michael Morpurgo
Recently I read an amazing book called Shadow which was written by the talented
author Michael Morpurgo. In this book the main character Aman (age 9 ) and his
mother flee from war-torn Afghanistan to live with his cousins in England.
However, on their way to England they face arduous challenges but they get
through it, thanks to their courageous dog and loving dog, Shadow.
My favourite part of this book is when Aman sees Shadow again for the first time
in a couple of years. It is very emotional because the relationship between the dog
and the boy is so special.
I would recommend this book to the people of ages 10-16. If you are looking for a
joyful novel but don’t mind shedding a tear or two, then this book is for you.

My Story by James Arthur
The famous pop singer James Arthur who
won the X factor in 2012 tells us about his
hard childhood and his parents who were
not there to support him and how he was
a “misfit” at school. He also talks about how
self-doubt and depression has so much of an
effect on talented people.
My favourite part is when James Arthur,
who thinks he had no talents, gets a standing
ovation on the X Factor with Simon Cowell
saying, “That was the best audition we have
heard all day.” This was completely crazy as
every bone in James’ body was shaking and
he was super nervous!
I would recommend if you like non-fiction.

- Danni McGarrity

- Findlay Peters
Love Lessons by Jacqueline Wilson
There are two young girls named Prudence and Grace. They are home schooled
by their dad and their mum runs a book shop on the floor below them. The family
are very poor and can hardly afford to pay for food and clothes. Suddenly the girls’
dad has a stroke and can no longer teach the girls at school. The dad is really against
public schooling but the mum has no choice other than to send her children to
public school whilst their dad is ill.
The girls start taking lessons at school and Prudence falls in love. She starts seeing a
boy and breaks lots of rules, resulting in her getting kicked out of school.
I would recommend this novel if you like romance. It has some sad points but most
are happy. It is quite exciting yet upsetting.
- Katie Thomson
The School for Good and Evil by Soman Chainani
This book is about two friends, Agatha and Sophie. It follows their adventure right
from when they are kidnapped by the School Master, to when they try to escape
and go back home.
My favourite part is when Sophie realises that there is no mirror in her dorm and
has a complete meltdown.

As Far as the Stars by Virgina MacGregor
As a current S3 student I have been
encouraged to read since S1. I have never
been a book lover but recently after reading
‘As Far As The Stars’ by Virginia MacGregor it
has transformed my opinion of reading.
The book is a heart breaking story that pulls
at your heart strings and makes you never
want to put it down.
My favourite part of the book is the ending
when love takes over the sadness. I would
recommend this to anyone who is in search
for a book of love and a reason to cry.
- Brooke Hailstone

I would recommend if you like fun, fast paced and imaginative books.
- Tilly Roper
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Kensuke’s Kingdom
A young boy called Michael and his dog
Stella mysteriously disappear in the middle
of the night before his birthday. They wash
up on a remote island the next day with a
bowl of water and some grilled fish next to
him. The food and water are there every
morning until Michael starts exploring the
island and meets Kensuke.
My favourite part of the book is when help
comes to get Michael and Stella from the
island. Kensuke is just standing there, not
wanting to leave his home and waves
goodbye.
I would highly recommend this book if you
like adventure stories.
- Max McCorkindale
The Fault in our Stars byJohn Green
Hazel Grace, a 16 year old schoolgirl living
with thyroid cancer, goes to a support group
and meets 17 year old Augustus Waters or
‘Gus’.
Gus has a tumour in his leg, but Hazel
falls head over heels for him. The two are
obsessed with reading and Hazel introduces
Augustus to ‘An Imperial Affliction’. This
becomes Gus’ favourite book so the two of
them end up travelling to Amsterdam to try
to hunt down the author.
My favourite part of this book is when
Hazel and Augustus travel to Amsterdam
and spend a night sitting in front of a canal
with a glass of champagne in their hand. On
this trip their relationship becomes stronger
than it ever was before.

Junior Erasmus Club Mars Mission
Patches Competition
The Junior Erasmus Club love a competition! When we
learned that Lillie McCluskey in S1 was spending time at
NASA Houston in the summer, we couldn’t pass up the
opportunity of having some prestigious judges scrutinise
our artwork. Lillie met two of the judges while attending
Space School in Kilmarnock, where she became even more
determined to be an astronaut in the future. She gave us the
idea for the competition when she brought us the ‘Mission
Patch’, given to her for participating in the event. “What if we
could design a patch for Lillie’s first mission to Mars?”, we
wondered…and the competition was born.
Club members researched planet Mars and mission patch
designs. They drafted and redrafted their ideas until they
were happy with the results. They were finished in time for
the start of the holidays when Lillie was able to take them
with her on her trip, with an accompanying letter asking her
host if she would, kindly, judge the competition for us.
Sarah Murray went above and beyond our expectations and
invited an astronaut, Steve Bowen, and the founder of the
International Space School Education Trust, Chris Barber, to
assist her.
The three judges picked Isla Hall (P7) as the winner, and Eva
Taylor (P5) as the runner-up. We announced the results in a
recent Junior School Assembly and all the entrants received
a NASA patch for taking part. Both girls’ designs will be made
into badges which will be gifted to them. A set of badges will
also be sent to each of the Eurostronomia partner schools, as
well as to Sarah Murray at NASA.
There was a superb atmosphere in the Drumley Hall when
the results were announced and many children expressed
an interest in taking part in future Erasmus competitions.
Well done to everyone involved!

I would highly recommend this book if you
enjoy a romance, although I would be very
surprised if you didn’t shed a tear too!
- Summer Saunders
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Isla’s design
(P7)
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Eva’s Design
(P5)

Parent & Pupil Chats with Mr Cox
On two different occasions this term, the parents of Primary 5 and Primary 6 children were invited
to school to watch their child’s respective year group assembly and then, over a cup of tea, stay for
an informal chat with me. The Primary 6 children gave an entertaining assembly on
Mindfulness and how the small word, ‘yet’ can make a huge and positive difference to their
mindset. The Primary 5 children gave a very informative talk on the Romans which left many of us
in awe of the legacy which they left throughout Britain.
The meetings with both sets of parents were interesting and enlightening as well as being very
supportive and positive. The meetings began with me talking about our assemblies and how every
child contributed to them, this term, by discussing their own class values. An important point
here is that every child, from P1 to P6, has the opportunity and the confidence to speak out at our
assemblies. I then informed each parent group about our Junior School Improvement Plan which
links with the children’s values and generally how we go about constructing this plan in the Junior
School. Continuous self-evaluation, after-school meetings and always ‘looking forward’ ensure that
there is always plenty to do. We also discussed amongst others, homework, maths, Literacy, Health
Week, The Duke Award, standards and manners and lunches. Having just returned from a Heads
meeting in Glasgow, I was delighted to tell both groups of parents that we are doing very well in all
areas of classroom but that we are not resting on our laurels.
I felt that the meetings were incredibly positive and perhaps most pleasing was that both meetings
attracted over 20 parents. More meetings are planned for the other year groups after the Christmas
break.
In conjunction with the above, I have held meetings with children from Primaries 1, 2 and 3 so far
this term. The P3 group were invited for tea or juice and cakes in my office. Needless to say, this
generated a great deal of excitement. These meetings are fun abut very informative as children
tell you it ‘as it is’ and they really do say it better than us adults. To give you a flavour, one Primary 3
child said that they were “4.5 out of 5 at the weekends but I’m 5 out of 5 happy when I’m at school”.
I’m sure you’ll agree that this is a fairly good endorsement of school life here. More of these fantastic
testimonials can be found on the new postcard that is currently being produced for promotions
next term.
All in all, I thoroughly enjoy these meetings and am the first to realise the importance and value
of them. They bring a number of views but are always so encouraging that we are doing the right
thing for your child in the Junior School. I look forward to many more in the future.
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My Hopes and Fears for the Future
By Charlotte McEwen S2A
When I leave school, the year will be 2024. The
things that we consider “Cool”will be obsolete. We
have the iPhone 11, that has come out in the last few
days. Imagine what the phones will look like in the
future…
My hopes start off the same as most other people’s.
Steady job, reasonable income, supportive partner
and a healthy and happy family. I want to be a
keyboardist in a band. Is it going to happen? I highly
doubt it. I would love to be a marine biologist, and so
much more.
But if we stop thinking about ourselves and start
to look at the bigger picture, we start to notice that
our planet isn’t quite as perfect as we may think it
is. There are countries with cruel and backward
dictators with horrific regimes. These countries
are horrible places to live, with even worse
living conditions. For example, if you were to say
something about the government in the United
Kingdom, you can sleep soundly and not have to
worry about the consequences of your actions. In
North Korea, you can not say a word against the
dictator without there being severe consequences.
I hope that countries like North Korea become a
democracy, as the people who live there have wool
across their eyes.

I want to go to university, but I am scared that
the job I would like to do when I leave school,
is no longer going to be available, as robots
will be doing it for us. Now, I think it’s fantastic
that we are developing our AI to incredible
new levels, and our level of understanding in
robotics has helped us to achieve aspirations
that our ancestors couldn’t even dream about.
It’s wonderful, but I am scared that one day,
Artificial Intelligence will overtake ourselves,
and they will become the ones in charge. I
know it sounds silly, but with examples of early
prototypes of robots, like Sophia the robot, who
got so intelligent her creator had to shut her
down
Another Fear I have for the future, is that
global warming will finally have finished it’s
devastating course of destruction. Our oceans
are soon going to have more plastic than
species of fish, and that means our oceans will
become more toxic than they already are. This
simply can’t happen as many people have fish
as their staple in their diet.

Another issue that comes to my mind, is global
warming. I hope we can limit our usage of plastic to
an absolute minimum or even better, none at all. We
have only discovered 5% of our oceans, and they
cover over 70% of our planet. The unique animals
who have yet to be discovered, will die along with
the rest of our oceans. I started to pay attention to
Global Warming, when I heard about turtles who
have eaten plastic bags and straws, and choking
or suffocating to death and that baby dolphins are
being poisoned as their mother’s milk is toxic from
all the plastic that she ate. I adore marine mammals
with a passion, so we need to do more than recycle.
My Fears for the future start off basic, but get more
frightening as you look more into them. I am scared
that I will lose control of my future, and not be able
to make my own choices, and that they will be made
for me. I want to live the rest of my life by the choices
that I make. This fear actually has a name. It is called
Teleophobia.
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I’m also scared of dying at an early age. I hope
I don’t die in a car crash, or develop a deadly
illness. I want to see my children grow up, and
become a grandmother. I want to get married
and live a long, happy and fulfilling life with my
partner. People, like myself, often worry about
the smallest things in life. I sometimes wish that
I could take each day at a time, and stop, just to
think about my life and how far I have come. I
will leave the worrying to the future and focus
on the people in my life now.

Advanced Higher Geography
Blencathra Residential Fieldtrip

Higher Geography Assignment Fieldtrip
to Culzean

From 6th to 8th October, our Advanced Higher pupils travelled south to the Blencathra Field Study
Centre in the Lake District. Whilst the trip lasted for only three days, it was packed full of field work
experiences in the surrounding landscape and classwork activities back in the field centre, which
provided an invaluable insight into the gathering techniques and data processing methods integral to
the Geographical Study.

On Thursday 3rd October, both Higher Geography classes embarked upon a field study at Culzean
Castle and Country Park. Having completed the coastal unit in class, pupils gathered valuable data
regarding the physical characteristics of two neighbouring coastlines found in the area. This
information will be used later in the year when pupils complete their assessment assignment, worth
27% of their overall grade.

The days were spent hiking through the stunning scenery, often in the pouring rain, to investigate the
biogeographical setting, through a study of soil catenas and infiltration rates, as well as the region’s
glacial past. Working in partnership with students from the High School of Glasgow, our pupils were
provided countless opportunities for teamwork, detailed result analysis and the application of
complex statistical methods to the data collected.

Data was gathered for Maidens and Culzean beach, with the purpose of comparing and contrasting
the differences between the two coastlines. Unlike in September, when Storm Gabriel forced the
postponement of this fieldtrip, the breezy weather stayed dry, allowing the pupils to use a full variety
of geographical techniques. These included beach sediment analysis, profiling of the beach slopes,
infiltration rates and the mapping of geomorphological features for both beaches. These techniques,
performed in small groups, were highly successful and have provided the pupils with a robust set of
data.

Once again, the trip proved to be pivotal for improving geographical skills and for putting theory in to
practise. The pupils were excellent ambassadors for the school and despite the inclement weather,
the memories made will remain for a long time, as the class prepare for the end of their Geographical
careers here at Wellington School.
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Art & Design

We were delighted to welcome Pea Cooper Millinery back to the art department to do a workshop with
senior pupils. They developed skills in using sinmay and hat blocks.

This term has been full of energy and creativity in the Art Department.
Our senior pupils work can be viewed until January 12th
in the South Ayrshire Schools exhibition in the MacLaurin
Art Gallery. Ayesha Nur in S6 was awarded a prize for her
beautiful painting ‘Ameena holding Bread, Jeju’s Bakehouse’
and former pupil Fiona Sykes was also highly commended.

Ellie Haye in S6 has been offered a place to study Fine Art at
Leeds College of Art and Design. Many famous contemporary
artists have studied at Leeds including Turner Prizewinner
Damien Hirst. Ellie has been working on a large scale this term
and we have all been very impressed with her painting of Mr
Haggerty.

Our S3 pupils are working hard creating costumes for the
Junk Kouture Competition. Kate, Olivia and Summer are
making a dress with Remembrance Day as their theme. The
girls recently visited Lady Haig poppy factory who gave
them an incredibly inspirational tour and a heap of off cuts
to fashion into a dress. Check out @junkkouture19 on
Instagram to follow their journey.

We were delighted to welcome Pea Cooper Millinery back
to the art department to do a workshop with senior pupils.
They developed skills in using sinmay and hat blocks.

Hockey Update
This year’s district hockey tournament showcased a
weekend of superb hockey. In attendance were some of
Wellington’s own, Olivia and Eilidh played for the U18 whilst
Heather, Leigh and Amy played for U16.
This year Amy was also given the opportunity to captain her
team. This is a fantastic opportunity and she should be proud
of her selection.
Well done to all the girls for playing incredibly well at the
tournament!

Katie Cowan in S1 was the designer of the 2019 Wellington
Christmas card with her beautiful painting of a winter
wonderland.
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Churchill Charity Day Success
This year’s Churchill charity day was a modest success,
raising almost £800 thanks to a combined school effort.
Several events took place in the senior school, including
karaoke , rock paper scissors and Mario Kart competitions,
as well as the classic fund raising events: ‘cake and candy’
and ‘beat the goalie’.

Churchill (CH)

By Cameron Muir

Nursery & Primary Friends
Our Nursery children have been recently introduced to ‘Friends’ from our
Primary 5 classes. We have loved watching them share stories, participate in
dance lessons and take part in a shape hunt.
Both our Nursery & Primary 5 children have thoroughly enjoyed the experience
and we can’t wait to see what other activities they get up to in the new year!

This was also the first year in many in which the junior
school was once again involved. Several senior pupils
supervised a ’beat the goalie’ competition and a rock paper
scissors tournament for P1-P6. This was very popular with
the juniors and hopefully their involvement will continue
throughout the years.
Stay tuned throughout the year to see what the other
Houses have in store for their fundraising activities!

Nursery Visit to the Fire Station
On Tuesday the 8th of October, Transition children were very excited about their trip to Ayr Fire Station.
We went in two groups on the school mini-bus. The children were shown around the station and were
especially excited to see the ‘pole drop’ on the top floor which a fire fighter demonstrated sliding down.
They were allowed to spray water out of the hoses and thought it was funny to get very close to the
ladies with the water!
On return to nursery we asked the children if they had enjoyed the trip:
Heloise - “I liked the man spraying out the hose spray.”
Alice - “I liked the man going down the pole, I could look right up.”
Zora - “I liked the fire engine and the ladder. The hose was very fun.”
Lilly - “The big scissors cut up the cars.”
Reene - “I liked the boat.”

Nursery Library
Our Parent Library Helpers, who help run
our Nursery Library twice a week, have
been amazing this year.
As well as helping children select a book
each week, they have organised quite
a few ‘Special Library Days’. The Katie
Morag Morning was thoroughly enjoyed
by all.
On Tuesday 10th December they invited
children to join them, if they wished, by
putting on their Christmas jumpers and
after decorating their Library corner with
Christmas lights read a few Christmas
stories to the children.
Everyone in the Nursery really
appreciates the support these parents are
able to give us.
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S4 History/ Modern Studies
Trip to London
In September, S4 pupils enjoyed
a two day visit to London as
part of their studies. In what has
become a a successful annual
event, the group took in a tour of
Parliament and had the
opportunity to watch a debate in
a rare Friday-sitting of the House
of Lords.

Lessons from Auschwitz
Project
In a first for Wellington, two S6 AH History pupils, Katie Brennan and Cameron Murray, have taken
part in the Lessons from Auschwitz Project which is run by the Holocaust Educational Trust.
Together with Miss MacGlade, they attended seminars to hear from a Holocaust survivor and
prepare themselves for a visit to Auschwitz I and Auschwitz Birkenau with pupils from a range of
schools across Scotland. This rare opportunity gave them the chance to truly understand the
impact and scale of the Holocaust and the lessons which we must learn from it to this day.
Katie and Cameron will be sharing their experiences with the rest of the school community soon.

Pupils also visited the Docklands
Museum to discover more about UK
involvement in the slave trade and also
had a chance to experience the sights of
the city by taking a trip on the London Eye
and see a West End show.
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S5 & S6 Experience India
By Anubha Bal and Gabriella McLatchie
On our recent visit to India, Senior 5 and 6 pupils were exposed to its vibrant culture, beautiful
landscapes and the sheer contrast between the rush of city life and the peaceful countryside. Although
we were astonished by the palaces and riches, we were also greatly moved by the inequality faced by
some of India’s people.
Our journey began on the 14th October and, for most of us, this was our first time travelling to India. Once
we arrived, what struck us most was the chaotic environment which was jam-packed with rushing
pedestrians and drivers. The tropical climate was unfamiliar for most of us and was something not all of
us had prepared for.
The spectacle that is the Amber Fort was constructed in the late 16th century by Raja Man Singh, a
trusted general of the Mughal emperor Akbar. This was our destination on our first morning in Jaipur.
A key difference between Hindu and Muslim architecture is that Muslim Architecture does not portray
figures, while Hindu architecture does. The Amber Fort showed us a refreshing mixture of the two
styles. Alongside its beautiful construction and fascinating style, it was surrounded by a collection of
magnificent hills. Later that day, the group took a walking tour through the streets of Jaipur to experience
the culture first-hand. Whilst we witnessed the affluent side of the city and the lives of the people within
it, we were also exposed to the deprived and desolate alleyways which the city contains. This allowed us
to take in the degree of absolute poverty which many people face, and reflect on the contrast between
our own life-quality and that of some people there. From here, we visited the Jantar Mantar Observatory,
which boasts the largest sundial in the world and following this, the grand City Museum, which again, left
us in awe of the fascinating architecture. In the evening, teachers from our partner school accompanied
us on a shopping trip to purchase saris and this was a very entertaining experience which allowed us to
truly immerse ourselves in and appreciate the culture.
Following a warm welcome which familiarised us with Indian traditions from our partner school, St
Edmund’s School, we enjoyed a culture-inspired day. As we immersed ourselves in school-life, we
noticed many parallels between our own school values and those of our partner school. After a day of
Bollywood dancing and touring around the classrooms, we had an eye-opening experience during our
visit to a smaller government school which receives aid from St Edmund’s school. The school life we
observed here was drastically different from that of ours and St Edmund’s. Aside from other restrictions,
winters can be cold, and if the children do not have warm clothing, they cannot attend school. In attempt
to help with this issue, in a joint effort alongside St Edmund’s, each child was provided with a pullover.
Our group took almost 100 pullovers which had been donated by the families of our primary children.
We hope that this will help to maximise the number of children who attend school in the colder months.
This allowed us to reflect on the comfort of our own lives compared to the children who are not as
fortunate as we are. The experience was truly life-changing and reminded us just how lucky we are, and
to be grateful for what we have.
The next leg of the tour was our visit to Agra. During the journey, we also had the chance to visit
Abhaneri village where we were amazed by the sight which was the famous step well ‘Chand Baoli’. It is
recognised for its astounding configuration and its immense size and depth. When we arrived at one of
the seven wonders of the world; the great Taj Mahal; we realised that the 4:30am rise was indeed worth it.
Built by the Emperor Shah Jehan to represent his everlasting love for his late wife Mumtaz Mahal, the Taj
Mahal was one of the most spectacular sights. The day ended with a unique experience at the Agra
Dancing Bear Rescue Center. The practice of forcing bears to dance was made illegal in India in 1972,
however some members of a tribe known as the Kalandars are still involved because this is often their
source of income. The sloth bears which have been rescued and live at the sanctuary were sadly made
to dance, however, now the people have been educated on the issue and provided with new
employment.
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The sight of the white marble and the tour of the bear sanctuary
was followed by the view of the red sandstone which composes the
magnificent Agra Fort. Situated on the banks of the Yamuna River, the
construction began under the rule of Emperor Akbar in the mid-16th
Century.

Our final destination, Delhi gave us a taste of the high-spirited city life,
while still educating us about tradition. The Akshardham
Temple showcases extravagant Hindu architecture and the
intricately carved figures of the Hindu gods brought a spiritual
atmosphere. For all of us, this was an educational experience as well
as an insight into Hindu traditions. After experiencing traditional
Hindu architecture, we also toured the tomb of the second Mughal
Emperor Humayun. This ancient example of traditional Mughal
architecture was built in the mid-16th Century by the Emperor’s
senior wife. The bicycle rickshaws in which we toured Old Delhi
provided us with an unusual yet fun mode of transport, and the
chance to see the old city up close.
The bus ride around New Delhi allowed us to see government buildings such as the Presidential
Palace and War Memorials like the India Gate. Not only were we able
to see the modern city, but this gave us the chance to compare the
two atmospheres of the old and new cities. Old Delhi was packed
full of pedestrians and classical architecture whereas New Delhi
appeared more modern and well kept. Our penultimate stop was
the immense Qutab Minar: a colossal 239 foot high sandstone tower,
one of the tallest buildings of its time. The trip was brought to a close
with a visit to ‘The Ambiance’ shopping mall, demonstrating the stark
contrast between the modern areas to the underdeveloped areas we
visited.

The sight of the white marble and the tour of the bear sanctuary
was followed by the view of the red sandstone which composes the
magnificent Agra Fort. Situated on the banks of the Yamuna River, the
construction began under the rule of Emperor Akbar in the mid-16th
Century.

Throughout the course of our trip, we had many opportunities
to purchase memoirs from a variety of factories and workshops
which we also toured. This included a hand-made marble
workshop, a paper factory and the spice market in Delhi.
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The group took away memories and lessons
of a lifetime from this remarkable
experience.
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Short Stories from the Writing Club
Mr Smith’s Creative Writing club wrote stories or poems of no more than 100 words, with the theme of
‘Colours’. Here they are:
True Colours
By Erica Baird, P7

Colour personalities
By Isla Hall, P7

When you’re feeling helpless
I will comfort you
You will always have my shoulder
when you’re feeling blue.

Does life bear a colour, so tricky to tell
So many of them, but none suit it well,
First comes red, full of warning and anger,
Then there is black, just plain death on its hanger,
Whenever seeing green, with caution proceed,
Don’t let it drag you to envy and greed,
Enough with the dark stuff, to happiness hello,
What better way than addressing yellow?!
It shines like the sunshine, spreading joy all
around,
But don’t forget white, it’s your inner peace found,
I’m sure we could squeeze in a bit about pink,
Girly and pretty, that’s what most people think!
The list is quite endless, but that wouldn’t do,
For how could we not talk a bit about blue?
With so many uses, it’s really amazing!
But back at reality, the answer needs raising,
If life has no colour, I don’t think it matters,
‘Cause look at the qualities that our rainbow
scatters.

When you’re feeling angry
I will help you cool
So you can enjoy your day
Without feeling a fool.
When you’re feeling jealous
I will tell you to think
All the happy memories to help you
Just stop and blink.
When you are feeling happy
I will be there till the end
And the warm sun and blue skies
Will always be your friend

Death
By Saad Omar, S2

My Adventures in Fallon
By Emma Yip, S4

It is a cold morning after the battle. Stalin has
declared that he is now the leader. Who would
have thought it possible that the Führer could die,
it is unimaginable, they are telling us that they
killed him.

Fallon was a wonderful place to go
whenever I was feeling blue. There was
never a dull moment in Fallon.
Everyone was so happy because every
morning the bright yellow sunshine
glowed and warmed. The adventures
in Fallon were so colourful and
exciting where no-one could tell me
what I could and could not do. I have
met so many new friends that have
accepted in my true skin and have
never judged me. I was free to fly with
my own wings.

All that can be seen for miles is black. I know that
the sky is blue and the grass is green but still, all I
see is black.
The Soviets are picking up little
children, but still I don’t see the Soviet flag, no, all I
see is black, the blackness of Berlin being
overthrown, the darkness of Germany losing the
war… again.

Every night when I went to my bunk I
would fall to sleep dreaming of
colourful Fallon.

The Battle
By Ewan Hamilton, S1

The World.
Empty.
Gone.
We knew in time it would come to this, but you didn’t listen. We spoke, and you didn’t listen.
The whole World is not what it used to be. Many years ago, colour was everywhere. The
Animals, the Plants, the People and the Struggles. The Hopes, the Dreams, the Challenges, the
Pain, the Suffering, the Death. Colour has been our way to show the contrast between races
and personality. Colour is the border between what we knew, and what we know. Colour
defines us. We spoke and you didn’t listen. This is all your fault.

In the middle of a battle two sides were fighting
furiously. A group of troopers in white armour
with yellow engravings fought against an army
with green domes over their heads. The battle
was intense. Green and purple tree-like plants
surrounded them and made the fighting almost
impossible. The yellow troops were advancing
with vehicles with six legs and a big canon. Their
commander was Captain Shack. “Come on men
they are on their last leg,” he yelled and his troops
started to charge forward blaster firing. The enemy
retreated and they won. “Congratulations men,
you are the heroes”, said Captain Shack.
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COLOURS
By Adam Bondar, S2

Primary 6 set sail on the Titanic
This term, Primary 6 had a fantastic learning
experience, crossing the water to Belfast to visit the
Titanic Museum. The excitement began on the ferry
journey across when parent, Mr Ewer, arranged for
the children to visit the bridge on the ferry. There were
many enthusiastic sailors who took advantage of the
opportunity to try out many of the posts, including
sitting in the Captain’s chair.
The Titanic Museum is over three floors and is packed
with interactive displays that kept everyone engaged
and learning all sorts of new and interesting
information about the magnificent ship. The most
popular attractions were the ride simulating a trip
around Harland and Wolff ship yard and a trip through
the layers of the deck of the Titanic. Both were
realistic immersive experiences that conveyed more
than classroom resources could ever hope to achieve.
Docked near to the Museum was the Nomadic, a small
boat that was used to ferry first and second class
passengers from Cherbourg to the Titanic. We were
privileged to use the first class gangway to embark.
Once on board, many of the children took the
opportunity to dress in period costume. Included in
this tour were the fully restored first and second class
lounges (strictly separated of course), crew quarters
and a hologram of a stoker explaining his role.
Full of knowledge, the children are now preparing to
exhibit their learning to invited guests at our grand
Titanic evening.

Christmas at Wellington
By Grace Woodhouse (S5)
Tartan girls and green blazered boys run through the rain,
Into the warmth of Wellington again.
Where Christmas awaits them, merry and bright,
(Even though the sun is nowhere in sight!)
The classrooms are decorated, festive and sweet,
As we wish season’s greetings to those that we meet.
There is planning and prepping, the school is buzzing with joy,
As the prospect of dances and dinners delights every girl and boy.
The Christmas Fayre was once again a magnificent scene,
Everyone came to donate, I think even Santa had been!
With raffles prizes, baking and stalls galore,
By the end of the night it is no wonder that the S6 were asleep on the floor!
The teachers are tired - there’s still so much to do,
Looking forward to when they can say “see you in a week or two!”
The seniors are stressed as prelims draw near,
But even exams can’t make Wellington School’s Christmas spirit disappear.
For our school is magical, wonderful and great,
With Christmas activities like the Nursery Nativity and the Inter-house Debate!
Our days are amazing, our charity days even better,
Though we just won’t talk about some of our embarrassing Christmas Sweaters...
There are pantomimes and carols, concerts and singing,
In a few weeks the bells of Saint Columba will be ringing.
And as the children spill giddily from the church into the street,
Saying “catch ya later!” to the friends that they meet.
As we call out “Merry Christmas”, and “we wish you a Happy New Year!”
May you be surrounded by those who love you and brighten your Christmas
cheer.
So we say farewell to our dear old school with sad smiles a plenty,
But there is no need to worry, we’ll be back in 2020!
Merry Christmas and the Happiest of New Years!
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Wellington & The Mallinckrodt
Gymnasium
By Morag Allan

conversation is how to pose the selfie with the big Christmas tree in the background. Talking - and singing
and laughing – with people your own age in a mixture of language - is an end in itself.
It was good to watch from the sidelines this year as a big group tackled the topic of celebrating success.
They had considered among other things what success is. Spending a week with a family in Dortmund
as the 16th group to do so - how successful can you be!

Morag Allan, better known as Mrs Allan to generations of Wellington pupils, taught German and French
at School for almost 40 years. Her association with the school goes even further back as she is a former
pupil and was Dux of School. Mrs Allan was the key member of the German Exchange team here and has
just returned from the 30th Anniversary celebrations in Dortmund. In this article, she reflects on the first
twenty-nine years of our partnership.
German Exchange 1990 – 2019
In 1990 Wellington found their ideal partner school by chance. The Mallinckrodt Gymnasium had
registered their interest in exchanges as a girls’ school – but they had already started accepting boys.
There were other differences: they had more than 900 secondary pupils, Wellington had about 500
including Nursery and Primary; their school was in the centre of an industrial city, Ayr is on the coast
surrounded by farmland; they had recently moved into a purpose-built school, and our buildings looked
more like a small castle (Hogwarts was not yet a film set.) The list could go on. We had a strict uniform.
They went to school six mornings a week. Every German pupil learned English from the age of ten, but
German was the second foreign language for most of our pupils. How could this succeed?
What made it work was that the youngsters were more interested in each other than these differences. In
Dortmund and Ayr, the visitors became part of their host families within the week. In 30 years, that hasn’t
changed. Those meeting exchange partners for the first time rush to get them home to meet the family.
On 4 December this year I saw Wellington pupils reluctant again to leave their new friends and get on the
bus to go home.
A lot has changed over the years. Our first visit was in May, Saturday to Saturday. Wednesday to
Wednesday quickly became the preferred option to let visitors get used to their families before spending
the weekend alone with them. After a bad experience with heatstroke, we tried going in February and
promptly dealt with incipient hypothermia watching a parade at a temperature of -10 at lunchtime. In
1999 we moved the visit to Dortmund to December and have visited the Christmas Market at every
exchange since.
Each exchange has seen a change in day-time activities. Initially we just visited places and looked at
things, but the first joint concerts showed us that pupils enjoyed working together with a common
purpose, and gradually more joint workshops were included in every visit. There have been lessons
in sports, music and art. Mixed groups have worked on business challenges and devised tours of their
town. The Christmas biscuit-baking sessions are always popular, but it is difficult to beat the buzz of pride
and satisfaction at the end of concert performances.
The rapid development of communication technology in the last three decades has proved positive for
exchanges. Smartphones make the first contact with the host families quicker and more informative.
Shared photos show parents everything is OK quicker than words. Information is updated promptly
and tardy pupils located efficiently. In activities, groups use their phones to check information, produce
presentations and illustrate their ideas. If they have to wait around, pupils play games and read e-books.
Some even use them to do homework.
Why did we start an exchange? Originally it was about learning German and understanding differences
in lifestyle and education in Germany. There is constant debate about the negative influence of ICT on
young people, but the desire for face-to-face communication has not diminished, even if the subject of
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Wellington’s Makeover

Wellington & Mallinckrodt-Gymnasium
30th Anniversary Celebrations

If you have visited the school since the start of term, you have probably noticed at least some of the
improvements that were completed over a very busy summer. The programme of work was extensive
and every part of the school has benefited. Whilst some of the improvements are highly visible, the
nature of some of the upgrades means that they cannot be seen. Generous thanks go to the Bursar and
his team for achieving so much and for ensuring that the school was ready to open its doors for the start
of the new session. It is impossible to provide a full list, but look out for some of the following next time
you visit:

Earlier in December, the Forum (school hall) at the Mallinckrodt-Gymnasium was packed with excited
pupils, staff and parents who had gathered for the first of the concerts which celebrate the 30th
Anniversary of our partnership. The audience was treated to an evening of song and orchestral music
performed by musicians from both schools.
The joint orchestra worked hard last weekend to perfect the pieces they had been practising in their
own schools. Highlights of the evening were our soloists, Jessica Haye and Emma Stevenson. The
showstoppers were A Christmas Festival, Highland Cathedral and the world première of Magical Story, a
new work composed by Mr Haggerty to celebrate this special anniversary.
Wellington parents will have the opportunity to hear the two schools perform together in Ayr Town Hall
on 8 March 2020. Save the date!

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Repointing of stonework at Carleton Turrets and the replacement of weathered mullions and lintel
Some stonework was also completed at Drumley.
Landscaping of the Craigweil Lodge front garden, with lawns and new chips on the driveway.
Several areas of roof have been re-slated and repaired.
Fresh external paintwork around Carleton Turrets and Drumley.
Re-decoration and re-flooring of the main entrance and stairs of Craigweil House and of the main and
spiral staircases in Carleton Turrets.
The fire escape staircase in Carleton Turrets has been transformed by a three floor mural by Graffiti
Artist, Tosh O’Hara.
A dedicated fibre connection has been installed to enhance the school’s connection to the internet.
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Primary 2 Forces and Toys
What a busy term Primary 2 have had! We have thoroughly
enjoyed our topic this term entitled ‘Forces and Toys’. We
began in September with a trip to Dumfries House where
we took part in a workshop entitled Shoot to the Moon.
This involved lots of practical activities thinking about how
things move. Ruari enjoyed a ride in an office chair with
wheels after Poppy exerted a great pushing force. Sandy,
Hugo, Eloise and Imogen then took part in a ‘Tug of War’
competition which helped us to understand that forces
can be balanced or unbalanced. Jane enjoyed launching
an inflated balloon into the air demonstrating how air can
be used to create a force. We then all had the opportunity
to design, build and test a model rocket using air to launch
them into space.

Junior Ski Team Success
The junior and senior teams competed at the Scottish School Snowsports Assocation’s Indoor Slopestyle
Championships in September, Autumn Dual Slalom Series Regional Qualifier in October and the Indoor
Skier and Boarder Cross Championships in November. The Primary team won bronze medals at the first
event.
Primary 7 pupil Isla Hall had this to say about their success: “The part I most enjoy, regarding the ski team
would have to be our coaching sessions. They really help my racing as the coach gives you individual
tips on how you could improve your next try. The ski team is really fun and it gives me lots of
opportunities to take part in competitions. Plus it has definitely raised my confidence and helped my
technique.”

Back at school we started thinking about how a force can
affect speed, and why a toy car always stops eventually
even after the greatest push. This lead to experiments using
ramps of different heights and measuring distances. We
learnt about the importance of a fair test and made sure we
only changed one variable at time.
We went onto think about whether the surface on which
the car moved affected its speed and added different
surfaces to our ramps to explore the effects.

Junior School Eco-Brick Club
This term the Junior School Eco-Brick Club have gained knowledge and understanding about how ecobricks are made and what they can be used for.
This club came about after the increased media awareness of unrecyclable plastics such as crisp
packets, wrappers and cellophane. After some research and input from Erica Baird the Junior School
Eco-Brick club was born.
The first item on the agenda was to decide upon which plastic bottle we should use as the building
receptacle. After a survey of the Junior School populations drinking habits we decided upon Highland
Springwater bottles. A Groupcall was put out to parents and bottles came flying in.
The next hurdle was to collect unrecyclable plastics. Again, a Groupcall was put out and posters were
created to raise awareness of Eco-Bricking. An eco-brick bin was placed in Drumley hall to collect
unrecyclable plastics from packed lunches and the actual creating of eco-bricks has begun.
We currently have four eco-bricks in progress – red, blue, yellow and green. We are hoping to be able to
build some outdoor furniture for Drumley playground – some stools and a table. A second eco-brick bin
will be in Drumley playground on Tuesday mornings for any unrecyclable plastic donations.

A Note from the Editor
We hope you have enjoyed this winter edition of The Turret! This bianual
magazine aims to capture the essence ofWellington School.
While it has been exciting reliving the last few months of the new academic
year, trying to fit all our stories in can be quite tricky! If you feel we have missed
something, please get in touch and we will seek to cover your story either on
social media, the website or even the next edition of The Turret!
In the event of there being a factual mistake, please accept our apologies. If
you get in touch, we will amend the digital version of the magazine, which is
available on the School Publications page of the website:wellingtonschool.org/
wellington-life/school-publications.
If you have any feedback, enquiries or requests, please contact Miss Cassells
via email: press@wellingtonschool.org or by telephone: 01292 269321.
Additionally, the school would be delighted to supply you with extra copies of
The Turret at no cost, so please don’t hesitate to get in touch!
Former Pupils - you are receiving this publication because you indicated that
you wished to receive copies when you registered online. If you no longer
wish to receive The Turret by post, please get in touch by telephone (as above)
or email:formerpupils@wellingtonschool.org.
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Finally we would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year!
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Stay Social!

Make sure you keep up to date with Wellington life by following us
on our social media accounts:
Facebook.com/wellingtonschoolayr
Twitter.com/Wellington_Ayr
Instagram.com/wellington_schoolayr
Youtube.com - Search Wellington School Ayr
www.wellingtonschool.org

